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SUPPORTING STUDENTS

EXTRA INNINGS

Wesley Foundation help students serving
them an array of foods at the Food Pantry.

The Eastern baseball team loses 13-12 to Saint Louis University in 10 innings.
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CAA to vote
on history,
journalism
courses
By Luis Martinez
Administration Editor| @DEN_News
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Canaan Daniels, a Student Life Office graduate assistant, and Carrie Klaphake, a Student Life Office graduate assistant, unfolds a banner unveiling the Spring Concert artist, Mac Miller, Wednesday in the Bridge Lounge in the Martin Luther King Jr. University Union. Miller will be performing at 8 p.m. April 25 in the Lantz Arena.

Mac Miller to perform for Spring Concert
By Megan Ivey
Associate News Editor | @megankayivey
The University Board announced Tuesday that rapper Mac Miller will headline for
the Spring 2015 Concert.
The concert will be at 8 p.m. April 25
in the Lantz Arena. Tickets are $21 for students and $24 for the public.
Miller, a Pittsburgh-based rapper, is
known for his Billboard 200 chart-topping album “Blue Slide Park” (2011). He
has more recently been featured on Ariana
Grande’s 2014 album “Yours Truly.”
Miller will be the first rap artist in five

years to perform for the spring concert.

“I’ve been a fan of him since
my sophomore year of high
school. I cannot wait to go.”
- Stevie Roberson,
sophomore art major
Drake, the last rapper to perform at Eastern, headlined the Spring 2010 Spring Concert.

Berenz said the students’ requests took a
different direction from previous years.
“Country artists have been popular in
past years,” he said. “The survey showed
they wanted something different.”
Students were able to voice opinions on
potential artists before the board publicly
announced it in the Bridge Lounge of the
Martin Luther King Jr. University Union.
Students were given three clues from
which they could guess the artist performing and then enter a raffle for two free tickets.
CONCERT, page 5

Schedule Planner updated for registering
By Megan Ivey
Associate News Editor|@megankayivey
Academic advisers and students will be able to
use Schedule Planner to organize and register for
classes for the summer and fall 2015 semesters
with the update that launched Monday.
Schedule Planner is a feature located on
through PAWS that allows students to choose possible courses, with different scheduled times and
instructors for those courses. Before, Schedule
Planner was only used as the first step in the registering process — it let students create a schedule,
but adding the selected courses had to be completed in PAWS.
Now, students can create schedules and complete registration solely in Schedule Planner.
Registrar Amy Lynch said the vendor of Schedule Planner allowed updates.
“Before, we could not open Schedule Planner
for certain windows,” she said. “We can have the
windows open for seniors first, then juniors, and
so on.”

Alternative PINs, which are given to students
through their academic advisers, are still needed
for registration, but they can be entered through
the Schedule Planner website.
“We heard that before it was a hassle to write
down the course and PIN(s),” she said. “Advisers
are excited to use it, and we continue to hear how
much the students enjoy using it.”
Lynch said preparation for the update took a
couple of months, with a one-month trial run.
After testing the site for a month, Lynch said it
was ready to be open to the student body.
“The goal was to go live for the fall and summer
semesters, and we accomplished that,” she said.
Different parts of the university were invited to
try the trial website, including advisers from the
academic advising center and new student programs.
Shelley James, the interim director of center,
said it will be a nice feature once students are ready
to register.
“It will not really be used until March 30,” she
said. “It is going to be a great additional tool to

save students time.”
Taylor Spoonholtz, the marketing and team development specialist for new student programs,
was able to use the beta version of Schedule Planner.
She said she was excited to be able to use the
new features.
“I really enjoyed the new format because I always felt like Schedule Planner and registering for
classes on PAWS was not an efficient way to create
a schedule,” she said. “Now that the two systems
are synced together, it is going to be smooth sailing to register for the summer and fall semesters. ”
Spoonholtz said the update will be beneficial
on a larger scale for the new student programs employees and for incoming students as part of the
summer debut orientation program.
During the debut, leaders from new student
programs help entering freshman and transfer students walk through registering for classes for the
first time.
SCHEDULE, page 5

The Council on Academic Affairs will
be voting on journalism and history courses Thursday and deciding on revising more
than 28 courses after spring break.
Martia Gronnvoll, chair of the council on
academic affairs, said the meeting this week
will have a heavy agenda.
The focus of HIS 1101: Introduction
to Historical Studies would be to provide
a thorough introduction to the history department, according to the proposal.
The course would also introduce new majors to historical professions, which would
allow them to make more informed choices
about their coursework and their concentrations, according to the proposal.
The JOU 1000G: News, Information and
Media Literacy would be a general education course for any student with the purpose of having them process media messages and participate in the media ecosystem,
according to the course proposal.
While council members will vote on
these two courses, they will also decide on
adding more than 28 course revisions to
their agenda for after spring break.
Some of the proposals the council will
have to decide on include a new biology
course, six new theater courses and revising
the theatre arts major and minor and a proposed revision to the journalism core curriculum.
The proposed new biology course is BIO
1180: Principles of Biological Investigations, and it would be aimed toward students who are at risk of withdrawing themselves from the major or Eastern.
The course would run for half a semester and provide intensive course experience
without the credit hour obligation for students.
The proposed program change for journalism would require two courses to be
added into the core requirements for journalism majors.
These two course are JOU 3300: Publications Design and JOU 3610: Broadcast
News.
The reason behind the proposal is to have
students become familiar will each necessary journalism skill.
The new proposed theater courses include THA 3343: Devised Theatre in Performance, THA 3349: Classical Acting
Styles, THA 3350: Stage Management,
THA 3757G: Contemporary World Theatre, THA 3758G: Topics In World Theatre History and THA 4220: Senior Thesis Project. The theatre arts majors will decrease its total amount of credit hours needed to complete the degree program to 53
credit hours.
The council will meet at 2 p.m. Thursday
in the Conference Room of Booth Library.
Luis Martinez can be
reached at 581-2812
or lpmartinez@eiu.edu.
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Student Senate tables lobbying plans
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By Luis Martinez
Administration Editor| @DEN_News
The Student Senate tabled a
resolution to fund a lobbying day
for the Student Action Team and
heard a presentation about the
Holi celebration during its meeting Wednesday.
Catie Witt, the executive vicepresident, presented the resolution to the senate called Student
Action Team Lobby Day, which
would help fund the Student Action Team’s trip to Springfield in
April.
“We have to go to Springfield
and lobby,” Witt said. “We may
have an impact if we’re staying
here and writing them, but we will
have a larger impact if we actually go.”
Reginald Thedford, the student body president, said the trip
would be a great opportunity.
“Last year, it was a very organized group of students that went
so it’s good that we are continuing
to do this,” Thedford said.
Courtney Sage, the speaker of
the senate, said the event is a good
idea.
Sage said it was important to
go to Springfield this semester because the senate was unable to attend last semester.
“It’s important that we do get
our faces out there because we
missed the fall semester,” Sage
said.
The senate members decided
to table the resolution until after
spring break when they will meet
again.
The Study Abroad Office gave a
presentation about Holi, a spring
celebration to commemorate the
Hindu gods and goddesses. Traditionally, Holi is celebrated in In-

CHYNNA MILLER| THE DAILY EASTERN NE WS

Student Body President Reginald Thedford, Jr., a senior political science major, announces a letter of thanks from
the American Cancer Association after a donation was made from the Student Government and Student Senates members Wednesday in the Tuscola-Arcola Room of the Martin Luther King Jr, University Union. The $29 was
made in honor of the mother of Diana Ogbevire, a graduate assistant in the student life office, death last month.

dia and Nepal after the first full
moon of March.
Meghan Melbourne, a peer adviser in the Study Aboard Office,
said the event is massive, and a lot
of schools participate in it.
“Part of the Study Abroad Office is our goal on campus to make
sure that our students are as culturally aware as possible,” Melbourne said. “It’s an opportunity
to bring all our Eastern students
together to ignore differences.”
Melbourne also said it would
be a good way to hang out with
friends and de-stress before finals
as well as celebrate a different cul-

ture and tradition.
The event is currently planned
for April 24, the last Friday before
finals.
The senate was asked to help
volunteer for the event in as well
donate T-shirts to be used during
the event.
The senate also unanimously passed the “Dinner with the
Deans” resolution, which was tabled last week. Instead of meeting
March 26 as originally planned,
“ Di n n e r w i t h t h e D e a n s” w a s
moved up to March 24.
Shirmeen Ahmad, the student
vice president for academic affairs,

Faculty, students to free
themselves from smoking
Clinic offers
Eastern campus
7-and-8 week
sessions to assist
in quitting process
By Roberto Hodge
Multicultural Editor |@BertoHodge
Eastern’s faculty, staff members
and students will have a chance
to participate the Freedom from
Smoking clinics at 11:30 a.m.
March 31 in the Martin Luther
King Jr. University Union. Locations vary and will be announced
once individuals register.
Amanda Harvey, the assistant
director for the Health Education
Resource Center, said the American Lung Association developed
the clinics; HERC staff members
are trained as facilitators for Eastern students and faculty and staff.
Harvey said the clinics are seven-and-eight-week sessions that
assist in the quitting process with
a step-by-step plan to stop smok-

ing.
“The program is important, as
it assists individuals on our camp u s t o q u i t s m o k i n g ,” Ha r ve y
said. “It provides individuals with
information, motivation, and
skills on ways to quit. We hope
that by having the clinics on our
campus individuals will have easy
access to this resource.”
The eight-week sessions at each
clinic will offer materials, mot i va t i o n a n d s u p p o r t b u i l d i n g
among those involved. The actual “Quit Day” for attendees is not
until the fourth week.
“One of the benefits is that individuals can work as a group in
order to quit smoking or look to
their own personal support systems,” Harvey said.
Harvey said those attending could build a relationship
with one another and use that as
a support while making the lifestyle change.
Participants will also discuss
personal triggers to smoking,
how to change behaviors to avoid
those triggers, and why it is important.

“Ultimately, the benefit for enrolling and completing the clinic is that the individual will quit
smoking. If the individual is not
successful we hope they are able
to get to the point again of making that decision to quit and
joining again in the future,” Harvey said.
Har vey said the goal for the
sessions is to empower and encourage the smoker to quit smoking and by having the clinics on
campus, make it easier for them.
The cost for the clinic is $75
for faculty and staff members.
T h e y c a n a l s o s u b m i t a re i m bursement through the Central
Management Service once completing the program.
“ It i s o u r h o p e t h a t w e c a n
have many options available and
provide this great service to the
E a s t e r n c o m m u n i t y,” H a r v e y
said.
Clinics will be available during spring, fall and summer semesters.
Roberto Hodge can be
reached at 581-2812
or rlhodge@eiu.edu.

was one of the authors of the resolution.
“It’s a great time for us and everyone to sit down and talk about
the projects that we’re working on
and have everyone get on the same
page,” Ahmad said.
“We do every it every semester, and if you’ve noticed the student deans have done quite a lot
this year, so I think that we should
keep that momentum up,” Sage
said.
Luis Martinez can be
reached at 581-2812
or lpmartinez@eiu.edu.

BLOT TER

Damage to property,
disorderly conduct
reported
• At 3:28 p.m. Sunday, a possible
criminal damage to property was reported at the Doudna Fine Arts Center. The incident is under investigation.
• A disorderly conduct was reported at 10:33 a.m. Tuesday in the Booth
House. The incident is being referred
to the state’s attorney.
• A theft was reported to have taken place in the Physical Science Building 11:15 a.m. Tuesday. The incident
is under investigation.
• A disorderly conduct was reported 11:23 a.m. Tuesday at Taylor Hall.
The incident is being referred to the
Office of Student Standards.

CORREC TION
In the Wednesday edition of
The Daily Eastern News in the article "Faculty senate brainstorms
college affordability," Rebecca's
Throneburg's title was incorrect.
Her title is a communication disorders and sciences professor. The
News regrets the error.

THURSDAY, MARCH 12, 2015

											

THE DAILY EASTERN NEWS | CAMPUS

3

Award
Food pantry to serve Eastern year-round
ceremony
to honor
women’s
talents
By Stephanie White
Entertainment Editor | @DEN_News

By Roberto Hodge
Multicultural Editor | @BertoHodge
The women’s studies program will
be hosting its annual awards ceremony at 5:30 p.m. March 31 in 7th
Street Underground.
Melissa Ames, an English professor,
said the ceremony has various awards
that showcase the program’s commitment to and recognition of excellence.
Ames said the scholarships being
awarded would be in the categories of
creative work, community service and
activism.
“It’s to recognize the work of dedicated, talented women, Eastern students, faculty and community members,” Ames said.
One of the scholarship awards
that will be given out is for the 2015
Central Illinois Feminist Film Festival. The theme for this year’s award
is Coming of Age Sexuality with a
screening of “Mosquita y Mari.”
The festival is in its eighth year and
helps to promote the program’s mission of understanding how issues related to gender, age, race, economic
status, sexual identity and nationally
affect a woman’s life.
Ames said most of the awards are
not limited to gender and could be
given out to men who are minoring in
women’s studies; however, the Woman of Achievement and Women of Artistic Vision awards are only given to
women.
The Woman of Achievement
awards honor women at Eastern who
have made a significant contribution
to the Charleston community or Eastern. The women must be worthy role
models, advance in the progress of
women’s causes, contribute to the success of women’s professional or community organizations, defend women’s rights, champion the cause of equity and/ or make outstanding contributions in service to the community
or Eastern.
Ames said the ceremony would
show the students they are important
assets to the community.
“It’s nice to show Women’s History
and Awareness Month with the work
we’re doing and the work that still
needs to be done,” Ames said.
Roberto Hodge can be
reached at 581-2812
or rlhodge@eiu.edu.

The Wesley Food Pantry had its
grand opening and served 41 students
Wednesday at the Wesley Foundation.
The pantry is free, but visitors must
have a valid Pantercard to participate.
Lianna Campos, an intern at the
Wesley Foundation, said students show
their Panthercard and take a number,
which helps the pantry to be organized.
The students then fill out an index
card with their first and last name, their
major and their email address.
“The email address is so we can let
the students know the dates of the pantry, so they can consistently come,” she
said.
Campos said the room is used as a
study room when it is not being used as
a pantry, but the food will be locked up
when the pantry is not in service.
Paige Roberts, the Wesley campus
minister, said none of the food was donated; the foundation bought it from
the Eastern Illinois Food Bank.
The Eastern Illinois Food Bank asked
the Wesley Foundation to host the food
pantry because of how successful it has
been at the Wesley Foundation in the
University of Illinois Urbana-Champaign.
“I knew that people like student
community services long wanted to
have one, but the food bank will only
partner with non-profits,” Roberts said.
“The food bank would not partner with
the university, so they needed us as the
gateway, so we are specifically aimed at
the college students.”
Roberts said she knows there is a
need for a pantry just for the students,
so having it near campus works for
them.
Eastern’s student community service
and the foundation are working together to help the pantry run smoothly.
Rachel Fisher, the director of student
community service, works the pantry to
help keep things organized.
“Last spring break we went to a food
pantry in New York City, which was a
kind of food pantry that had the first
grocery-store style kind of pantry, and
they have a huge operation,” Roberts
said. “To even be able to replicate on a
very small scale what they are doing is
really exciting.”
The kind of food available at the
pantry is residence hall style, where the
food can be cooked in a microwave like
macaroni and cheese and meat ravioli, or eaten right from the package like
crackers and granola bars.
“We made food choices that we
knew that students could prepare in
the dorms, so it is stuff that does not require a lot of utensils,” Roberts said.
She said the foundation wanted to
make things as easy as possible on the
students who have not much kitchen
space.
“We do not have refrigeration,
so everything is non-perishable or is
canned,” Roberts said. “For what we
call the proteins there is canned spa-

NOW HIRING
Direct Service Personnel to assist individiuals with developmental
disabilities with daily living skills & individual training goals in group
homes & day training programs in Charleson and/or Mattoon.
FT & PT flexible shifts available during early AMs, evenings, & overnights; must be available weekends and holidays. Some positions
available M-F days, occasional weekends/holidays. FT positions eligible
for insurance benefits.
Must be 18 years old w/ HS diploma/GED. Requires successful
completion of criminal background check. Requires valid driver’s license
with satisfactory driving record.
Apply in person at CTF - 521 7th St., or 6081 Development Dr., Chas.
CTF is a not-for-profit, Illinois-based organization providing
support and services to individuals with developmental disabilities.
www.ctfillinois.org E.O.E.
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Paige Roberts, campus minister for the Wesley Foundation, and Rachel Fisher, director of student communication
services, display the collection of food donated this far to the Wesley Food Pantry on Wednesday at the Wesley
Foundation.

ghetti with meat, canned ravioli with
beef.”
The pantry also has tuna cans, peanut butter and protein shakes.
Roberts said the reason why refrigeration was avoided is because the pantry
cannot assume everyone has refrigeration available to them.
Vegetables and grains are also available.
“The Eastern Illinois food bank has
a great partnership with Nabisco, so
that is why we have Oreos and Ritz
crackers because they get them for really cheap,” Roberts said. “So we just
buy 400 pounds of random cookies and
crackers.”
She said the pantry volunteers would
see what items were popular as a guide
for the future. Volunteers will also start
surveying students.
“What they get changes with the seasons, just as with different products that
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do or do not move in a grocery store, it
all depends on that,” Roberts said.
She said faculty and staff are targeted
as well for the food pantry.
“We wanted this to be available to
the whole Eastern community, and we
see the community as not just students
but also faculty and staff, so if they have
a need we want to be able to serve them
too,” she said.
Roberts said the purpose of this food
pantry is to help students who have to
skip meals because they have run out of
meal swipes in the middle of the week,
or students who do not have much
food because they live off campus and
they have to pay bills.
“At the end of the day, there were 41
people served at the food pantry,” Fisher said.
The food pantry will be open year
round on the second Wednesday of every month.

“It would be brilliant if we had
enough demand to go more than once
a month,” Roberts said. “You would
be served once a month, but if we had
more availability for students to come
during the month and if we have that
need I want to fill it.”
Since the pantry is open during the
summer, students who are around during that time can still come to the pantry.
“ We have picked the second
Wednesday of the month so we hit as
few vacations as possible,” she said. “We
will distribute before finals in December, before Thanksgiving break in November and during finals in May.”
Stephanie White can be
reached at 581-2812
or at sewhite2@eiu.edu.

What’s Happening at EIU?

2015 Undergraduate All-Student Show | 10 AM - 5 PM
Exhibition is open to EIU undergraduates and all art media; Tarble Arts Center
College of Sciences Visiting Scholar Seminar | 4 PM
Seminar to discuss pathogens’ hosts and environment; Life Sciences 2080

Quanah and Cynthia Ann Parker: The History and the Legend Exhibit | All Day
Booth Library’s spring program and exhibit series; free and open to the public
Check out more upcoming events at www.dailyeasternnews.com

www.dailyeasternnews - your online source for news, sports, and entertainment
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Finally a little warmth and sunshine
Margorie Clemente

Why we are in
love with horror
cinema now
I sat at the edge of my sofa hugging my
knees to my chest while watching the second installment to “The ABC’s of Death”
film. Wide-eyed and nipping at my thumbnail, my eyes remained locked onto the
screen, captivated by the horrifying images before me.
As much as I was tempted to look away
several times, I just couldn’t tear myself
from that spot. I was disturbed, frightened,
and paranoid but I was especially fascinated. Then I wondered why is it that some of
us are so deeply enthralled by horror films.
What is it about the ax-murderer hunting down horny, drugged teenagers, the
seductive serial killer, the psychotic killer clown, and the abused boy with the castrating mother waving a butcher knife that
keeps us coming back? We’re victims to
our beloved psychos and murderers and for
whatever reason, I can’t seem to understand
why.
However, I do have a theory. Maybe
there is something we see in those hateful
characters that resonate with us—perhaps a
characteristic that we can associate with.
Now, I’m not saying that I can see a
cross-dressing, butcher knife-wielding,
momma’s boy or a bloody, hockey-masked
8-foot tall beast carrying a machete in
myself, but I can certainly understand how
and why I can relate to having seen relationships similar the emotionally incestuous Norma and Norman Bates and the torment that poor Mr. Voorhees endured as a
child from his peers.
I’ve got another theory. Maybe there’s
a really shadowy part of us that enjoys
exploring those dark, hidden spaces in the
backs of our minds.
During the day, we’re not typically allowed to share our deeply repressed
thoughts aloud. Horror is every nightmare
you’ve ever had on screen—nightmares you
forgot about, never wrote down, didn’t get
to tell someone about.
Then of course there are those of us who
simply take pleasure in the adrenaline rush
that burns in us while indulging in a good
cult classic or a slasher flick. Who doesn’t
want their dose of zombies, aliens, and hot
people and of course gore?
Now, I feel a little bit of each theory
mentioned above, but my thing is interpretation.
I’m constantly trying to find psychological hidden meanings and symbols in films
that are particularly coy in their nature
when displaying violence or showing said
“boogeyman” of the story.
For instance, I had a field day with
“Black Swan” and “Sinister.” Now while I
love my fix of “Evil Dead”, “The Human
Centipede”, and the terrifying, paranormal
flicks like “The Conjuring” or “Annabelle”,
I still like the classics and less explicit masterpieces like “Haunter” with Abigail Breslin.
I absolutely love horror and every sick,
twisted piece that comes with it, and I’m
curious as to what draws others at the
insidious beckoning of Pennywise the
Clown and Freddy Krueger’s wicked cackle.
Margorie Clemente is a senior English major
and can be reached at 581-2812
or denopinions@gmail.com
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STAFF EDITORIAL

Staying close to your alma mater
Hundreds of students graduate Eastern every semester, and university employees come
and go, but it takes more than wearing a faded blue Homecoming T-shirt five, 10 or 20
years down the line to leave an impact on the
university.
Everyone who is part of Eastern in some
way should consider that the university will
continue when they leave.
Implying through biographical Facebook
information or on resumes that one attended or worked at Eastern in the past does contribute to Eastern’s reputation, which could
make it easier for graduates to get jobs in the
future.
However, people can do a lot more to try
to contribute to the institution they were a
part of, and contributing is not limited to
only monetary donations.
Even if someone had bad experiences at
Eastern, that is not an excuse to be apathetic.
This is even more reason to want to change
things, or at least bring it to the campus’ at-

tention so people know there is a problem
and change can start to happen.
Sandra Rives, the wife of a former Eastern president, was a good example of someone who went above and beyond to make her
community a better place.
According to an article in Monday’s edition of The Daily Eastern News, Rives helped
to establish the women’s resource center and
founded a conference called the Women’s
Expo. She also fought against domestic violence, having been motivated in part by the
murder of her friend in 1983 in Mattoon.
Rives died on Feb. 26 at age 79, and people who wish to remember her were asked to
make donations to the women’s studies program or the EIU Foundation, or to volunteer
their time to an organization of their choice,
according to the article.
Though Stanley Rives was the president of Eastern from 1983 to 1992, Sandra
Rives’ impact will last far into the future even
though she cannot physically fight for wom-

en’s causes any more.
Most people on campus probably find it
hard to imagine not having a resource center,
but it was not always there. Rives and others likely noticed Eastern was lacking in services for women, so they put the effort in to
change something.
Monetary donations for scholarships, the
resource center or whatever area someone
feels most connected to at Eastern certainly
go a long way, and students should keep that
in mind and take that seriously after they
graduate.
However, making a difference while someone is here is possible. Rives dedicated much
of her life to fighting for the causes she believed in and helping her community. Legacies, even silent ones, can continue for generations when people are passionate and put
the time and effort in.
The daily editorial is the majority opinion of
the editorial board of The Daily Eastern News.

Looking to others for fulfillment is a problem
Next semester I will be all alone.
Well, all alone besides the thousands of
students and faculty I will likely be surrounded by on a daily basis.
But I will feel alone, as a good amount
of the friends I have made during my first
semester are leaving me and chasing other
opportunities, and going to schools that
better fit their future careers.
Being a social person, I relied on these
friends for support, companionship- in
short, as a source of happiness.
Now that they’re leaving, I will be
forced to look in other areas for all these
things. But that’s life, as cruel as it is.
People leave, they change, they disappoint, they betray. In short, they are not
perfect, and will do things you don’t want
them to do. This is why it’s so dangerous
to rely on other people to make you happy- they have their own lives, and make
their own choices, that might not make
them permanent fixtures in your life, for
better or worse.
Everyone knows it’s not admirable
or healthy to look to physical things to
make happy, with lines like “money can’t
buy you happiness” to remind us not to

Cassie Buchman
look to material items to give us fulfillment. It even seems almost better, and
not nearly as materialistic, to let our happiness lie in the hands of others.
But when you let anything into someone else’s hands, there is the possibility
that they will drop it, and it will break.
This is true with a non-tangible item
such as happiness as well. When anyone lets their happiness become someone
else’s responsibility, they take the chance
that things will not work out as planned,
that the person will not be everything
they made them out to be.
In essence, you are letting someone
else control your emotions. It is even a
little selfish, and I’m not saying that as
a judgment. I’m saying that as someone

who is guilty of these very things myself.
It is selfish of me to think someone else is
responsible for how I feel. It is selfish of
me to stop thinking of someone as another person, and merely think of him or her
in regards to how they fit my life.
Instead, as cheesy as it sounds, and as
hard as it is, it is important to look inside
myself and take responsibility for my
own happiness. To look at everything I
have going for me- my goals, accomplishments, and everything I have to be grateful for- and actually be grateful. To let
happiness come from things that aren’t
transitory, and that won’t change or go
away.
I know it will be hard, and maybe even
a little lonely next semester. I also know
that I will be able to make new friends
and new connections, even if it takes a
little while. But until then, I know I will
be okay as long as I am able to remind
myself to look for happiness within.
Cassie Buchman is a freshman journalism major.
She can be reached at 581-2812
or denopinions@gmail.com
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City seeks to have Lincoln funeral train come through
By Cassie Buchman
City Editor| @DEN_News
The City of Charleston hopes
to have a contract signed by the
end of the month that will bring
a replication of Abraham Lincoln
funeral train to Charleston.
Tourism Director Diane Ratliff
said they are still processing the
contract.
“ It’s n o t o f f i c i a l ,” s h e s a i d .
“Once we get the contract, we will
go about fundraising.”
The money still needed to
bring the train to Charleston
will amount to around $4,000 to
$5,000. The rest of the money
will come from grants and donations once the train is set to officially come to Charleston.

The total amount it will take
to get the train to Charleston is
$15,000.
“It’s pretty substantial,” she
said.
If the contract is signed, the
train will be in Charleston from
May 5 through May 7.
As of now, the only town in Illinois that will officially have the
train come to them is Springfield.
It will be in Springfield from May
2 to May 4.
It is set to go across the count r y, f r o m Wa s h i n g t o n D . C t o
Springfield, Ill.
The train is still in the process
of being built.
“It was built because this year is
the 150th anniversary of Lincoln’s
assassination,” Ratliff said.

»

»

SCHEDULE

CONTINUED FROM PAGE1
“The freshmen are already overwhelmed enough when registering for
classes for the summer,” she said. “This is
also going to benefit our staff because the
new format is going to make their job
simpler when they are trying to help 30
incoming students all register for class at
the same time.”
Spoonholtz said the update eases the
process both in her career and for her
own schedule planning.
“I think the new format is going to
take some of the stress off of staying
up until midnight, quickly logging in
PAWS, rapidly typing in your alternate
PIN number, and then having to scramble to find your CRN numbers and type
them in, in the hopes that the class section will not already be full,” she said.
Lynch said while Schedule Planner is
a tool students can use to their advantage, planning too far in advance might
not be wise.
“Even when students think they are
all set, it is important to double check to
see if the classes are still available,” Lynch
said. “It is most effective for when they
are ready to register.”
The earliest registration opens for
graduate students on March 23, and senior and priority students on March 30.
Instructions on how to use the updated Schedule Planner can be found on
the Schedule Planner page of the Eastern website.
Megan Ivey can be
reached at 581-2812
or mkivey@eiu.edu.

CONCERT

Stevie Roberson, a sophomore
art major, said she was excited to
receive the winning tickets.
“I’ve been a fan of him since my
sophomore year of high school,”
she said. “I cannot wait to go.”
When prompted, many students
said they thought Miller was the
headliner.
Nick Dale, a junior biological
sciences major, said he heard about
the performer through social media sites such as Yik Yak, and then
confirmed it from the clues given
before the announcement.
“I think it is Mac Miller from
the clues,” he said. “I would go see
him if he was picked.”
Social media sparked debate
over the Spring Concert act, with
people commenting on other possible artists that matched the given clues.
Carrie Klaphake, a graduate assistant for student life, said Wiz
Khalifa was the second-most popular response.
Klaphake said other artists students guessed included Lil Wayne
and Paramore.
UB Concert Coordinator Blake
Berenz said the student sur vey
played an important role in selecting the act.
“There was a lot of love for the
hip-hop genre,” he said. “Pop was
a close second.”
Hip-hop was the second most
popular genre, following pop, according to the UB Spring 2015
Concert survey report.

916 Woodlawn Dr.(south 9th st)

www.youngstowncharleston.com
Prices Reduced! Big Units! Great Views!
Great Location near Campus! South end of 9th Street in the Woods

STUDIO, 1, 2,3 BEDROOM APTS AND TOWNHOUSES!
PRIVATE DECKS!
FULLY FURNISHED!
Deposit Special!
SIGN BY
FULL OR QUEEN BEDS!
March 13th
FREE TRASH & PARKING!
$150/person Any
MANY WITH WASHER&DRYER IN UNIT!
size unit!
3 ONSITE LAUNDRY FACILITIES!
to schedule your personal showing!
youngstownapts@consolidated.net
LIKE us on Facebook @ Youngstown Apartments

Steam Into History program in
York, Pa.
The Lincoln funeral train of
2015 will also take work and
preparation.
The planning and execution for
the train’s transportation across
the United States will take a cast
of hundreds, along with the task
of coordinating the train’s arrival
with different cities.
Jefferson Elementar y Princi pal Rob Ulm was the person who
first learned about the train, and
brought it to Charleston’s attention.
Because of the educational value of the train, it will be especially important to Charleston that
it is made available to elementary
school children.

Students from grades four five
and six will potentially be able to
see the train for its three-day duration. It will be open to the public as well.
The train will be located at the
fairgrounds next to the Lincoln
Douglas Debate Museum.
Ratliff said they are holding off
on donations until the contract is
officially signed.
“We don’t want people to donate money, then have the train
not come through,” she said.
The train itself will be a steel
locomotive, with a replica of the
car that Lincoln actually traveled
in.
Cassie Buchman can be
reached at 581-2812
or cjbuchman@eiu.edu.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE1

YOUNGSTOWN APARTMENTS

217-345-2363

The train will essentially be recreated as it was for Lincoln’s funeral after the assassination.
Dave Kloke is building and creating the train.
Kloke is the owner of Kloke
Construction and Kloke Locomotive Works. He has worked in
the construction industry for 40
years.
Hi s o t h e r c re a t i o n s i n c l u d e
“The Leviathan 63,” which took
him 10 years to build.
“The Leviathan 63” has been
shown at the Illinois Railway Museum, Monticello Railway Museum, and “America’s Largest Celebration of Railroading” at the
Steam Railroading Institute.
Kloke’s last project was “The
York 17,” which was build for the

JAR AD JARMON | THE DAILY EASTERN NE WS

Dan Stanek, an applied engineering and technology major, was writing in his name as well as who he thought
would be the spring concert artist on a ticket for the raffle as Carrie Klaphake, a Student Life Office graduate assistant, explains the prizes.

In the sur vey, students were
asked to rank their favorite artists.
Miller was in the top 10 selected,
placing eighth.
Artists such as B.o.B., Neon
Trees, All American Rejects and
Diplo showed more popularity
than Miller, while Meghan Trainor, Chance the Rapper and Cage

the Elephant ranked lower on the
list.
“ We h a d o t h e r a r t i s t s , b u t
(Miller) was definitely our top
pick,” Berenz said.
Berenz said he hopes the concert will expand to audiences in
neighboring areas.
“We want to get the word out

BINGO

@ The MOOSE Family Fraternity

615 7th Street

Non-members can play

$1.00 Drafts
* MUST BE 21 *

7PM TONIGHT
217-345-2012

to the students first,” he said.
“But we hope to bring in local
people, and people from Champaign and Tuscola.”
Megan Ivey can be
reached at 581-2812
or mkivey@eiu.edu.

THE VEHICLE
EASTERN’S LITERARY
MAGAZINE

SUBMIT Spring Deadline
YOUR
March 13
CREATIVE:
ARTWORK
PROSE

POETRY
Submit to:

thevehiclemagazine.com

Pick up tomorrow’s edition of the Daily Eastern News
to read all the latest in news, sports and features!
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Friz in the mud

Available Now, Summer or Fall 2015

Good Housing, Proven Management
1 person from $350-440
2 persons from $290/person
Groups of 3 or 4 RIGHT NEXT TO CAMPUS


woodrentals.com

1512 A Street. P.O. Box 377
Charleston, IL 61920
217 345-4489 – Fax 345-4472
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Ryan Kallas, a senior athletic training major, takes time outside to throw around the frisbee in the 62-degree
weather Wednesday. Kallas tossed the frisbee around with Colin Molloy, a senior communication studies major.
Kallas said he wanted to take off his shoes off to enjoy the grass and have fun in the mud.

CLASSIFIEDS
Help wanted
Part-Time Janitorial Positions. Sunday
mornings, Monday through Thursday
evenings. Must have car and valid
driver's license. Apply at Excel EcoClean - 640 Castle Dr, Charleston, IL.
Questions?
Call (217) 276-1820.
__________________________3/13

For rent
BOWERS RENTALS - Nice1-5 BR
Homes
Great Locations! Very reasonable
rates!
Call or text 217-345-4001
eiuliving.com
__________________________3/13
For Rent Fall 2015. 4 BR house, 2
blocks from campus. W/D, dishwasher, great parking, and nice yard.
Call or text 276-7003.
__________________________3/13
$100 off deposit for all leases signed
before Spring Break! 3 great locations
& sizes/prices to fit your needs.
217-348-1479 www.tricountymg.com
__________________________3/13
~BEST DEAL IN TOWN~ 2 bd/1.5 ba
$595/mo TOTAL 2 peo/unit. Trash/
parking incl. 1509 2nd.
217-348-1479. www.tricountymg.com
__________________________3/13
FOR SUMMER OR FALL 1, 2 & 3 BR
APTS.
As low as $285/person, all appliances,
some with dishwasher, washer/dryer
or garage. Trash pd some with water
pd. As close as 3 blocks to EIU
348-7746 Carlyle Apartments
www.CharlestonILApts.com
__________________________3/13
Available Now - Deluxe 1 BR Apt,
117 W Polk, stove, fridge, microwave, dishwasher, w/d. Trash pd.
348-7746
www.CharlestonILApts.com
__________________________3/13
FOR 2015- 1, 2 & 3 BR APTS. Carlyle
Apartments
217-348-7746.
www.CharlestonILApts.com
__________________________3/13

For rent
3 BR Apts., 820 Lincoln Ave, 1 blk.
from EIU, all kitchen appliances.
Water & Trash pd.
217-348-7746
www.CharlestonILApts.com
__________________________3/13
Great campus location - 3 and 4 bedroom houses available! Pets welcome. Washer and dryer included.
Please contact: 217-621-7055
or e-mail goblueaptsllc@yahoo.com.
__________________________3/13
Available Fall 2015: 1025 4th St. 5
BR, 2 full baths, 2 half-baths, washer and dryer.
(618) 670-4442
__________________________3/13
3 BR nice house, 4 blocks from campus. CA, W/D, dishwasher, bar, parking. $900/month, available August 1.
217-549-6342
__________________________3/13
5 bedroom house 10 MONTH LEASE
1836 11th, $275 each, A/C, W/D, D/W,
partial covered large patio
217-345-3273
__________________________3/13
4-6 bedroom house 10 MONTH
LEASE 1521 2nd, $275 each, A/C,
W/D, off-street parking,
217-345-3273
__________________________3/13
6 bedroom house includes a studio
cottage for 1 (6 total) 10 MONTH
LEASE 1906 11th, $300 each, large
yard and patio. A/C, D/W, W/D.
217-345-3273
__________________________3/13
Close to campus, nice 1 and 2 bedrooms, great deals available.
Call or text 217-273-6820
or 217-273-2048
__________________________3/13
AVAILABLE AUGUST 2015
Studio, 1, 2, & 3 bedroom apartments.
Great locations!
ppwrentals.com 217-348-8249
__________________________3/16
Awesome 3 BR townhouse. One unit
left.
Call 24 hours for details 630-505-8374
__________________________3/25

For rent
Properties available on 7th St.
5 or 6 BR Houses
Studio, 3, or 4 BR apts.
Most utilities paid on apts.
Call 217-855-8521
__________________________3/25
2 bedroom furnished apartments, quiet, near campus, all utilities and internet included, no pets.
549-2615
__________________________3/30
2 BR/2 BATH APARTMENT - W/D,
PARKING. 1026 EDGAR DR. $245/PERSON.
549-4074, 348-5032.
__________________________3/31
4 bedroom 2 bath apts
Across form Lance, Cable/Internet included, Fully furnished. $395 a
month. $100 sign on bonus.
(217) 345-3353
__________________________3/31
4 bedroom 2 1/2 bath house
North of Greek court, Cable/Internet
included, Fully furnished. $365 a
month. $100 sign on bonus
(217) 345-3353
__________________________3/31
South Campus Suites 2 Bedroom 1
Bath Townhouses available for Fall
2015. Fully furnished All Inclusive
Price $475! Call us today for your
apartment showing.
Stay Unique 217-345-RENT(7368).
unique-properties.net
__________________________3/31
Call us to see how to save $550 off
your lease!
BrooklynHeightsEIU.com
MelroseOnFourth.com
Furnished, Washer & Dryer, Balcony,
Walk-In Closets, Free Tanning, 24 hr
Fitness Rooms. Roommate Matching
Available.
217-345-5515.
__________________________3/31
Very Spacious 5 Bedroom House
available at 1705 & 1707 9th St. for
15-16! Great Location, All-Inclusive
Pricing, W/D - Stay Unique
217-345-RENT (7368)
www.unique-properties.net.
__________________________3/31

DEN Ads make Cent$
581-2816

For rent
2 Bedroom houses, 3 blocks from EIU,
W/D, $300 each, 11 month lease.
Call 217-549-7031.
__________________________3/31
You deserve to live in a nice home
with nice landlords. Leasing for Fall
2015. 2-5 bedroom homes, includes all appliances and garbage.
Walk to campus. Pet friendly.
Call or text 217-649-6508.
www.keslerodle.com
__________________________3/31
NO CAR? CLOSE ENOUGH TO WALK.
Rentals for 1, 2, 3, or 4 within a block
to EIU. Wood Rentals, Jim Wood, Realtor.
345-4489. www.woodrentals.com
__________________________3/31
1109 4th St. 4 BR House, W/D and garbage included. $250/person.
232-4312
___________________________4/3
2015 School year:
RCRRENTALS.COM
217-345-5832
___________________________4/6
Wood Rentals, Jim Wood, Realtor.
Over 20 years experience.
345-4489.
www.woodrentals.com
__________________________4/30
FOR 2015-2016, VERY NICE 1, 2 & 3
BEDROOM HOUSES AND APARTMENTS 1/2 BLOCK TO 3 BLOCKS FROM
CAMPUS.
CALL 217-493-7559.
MYEIUHOME.COM
__________________________4/30
FOR 2015-2016 VERY NICE 2 + 3 BEDROOM / 2 BATH APARTMENTS. REFINISHED BALCONIES, CODED ENTRY
INTO BUILDING, CABLE AND INTERNET INCLUDED IN RENT! RIGHT BEHIND MCHUGH'S, LESS THAN A
BLOCK FROM CAMPUS!
217-493-7559.
myeiuhome.com
__________________________4/30
3 BEDROOM FURNISHED APARTMENT
FOR 2015-16 SCHOOL YEAR, $185 PER
STUDENT FOR A 10 MONTH LEASE.
CALL 345-3664.
___________________________5/4

Tweet
Tweet

Follow the Daily Eastern
News Twitter!
den_news

This Space for Sale

Check out our photo
galleries online!

Only $89 per week
Call 581-2816
for more info

www.dailyeasternnews.com

Pick up your copy of the
Daily Eastern News anywhere
around campus!

The Eastern’s
Vehicle:
literary journal
Submit your creative prose,
poetry and plays to
The Vehicle anytime!
Go to www.thevehiclemagazine.com
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Skolik looks to lead with doubles success
Doubles duo
secures Panther’s
No. 1 matchup
for entire season
By Cody Delmendo
Staff Reporter | @DEN_Sports
Junior Robert Skolik has been
more than just a tennis player for
Eastern men’s tennis squad so far
this season.

“Not only are we
playing smart but
confident as well,
which is helping us
produce some strong
double matches.”
- Robert Skolik,
tennis player
The biology major from Huntington, West Virginia has been
a leader for younger players and
one of the more consistent players the team has had this season.
Skolik is tied with freshman
and doubles partner Preston Touliatos for match wins in both singles this season.
The doubles duo of Skolik and
Touliatos has been the Panthers
No. 1 matchup for every match
this season, going 3-6, which is
also their singles record.
No other Eastern doubles duo
is better, although the record is
below .500,
Touliatos said Skolik was the
teammate he looked up to the
most.
“We both have similar majors
and similar playing styles so he
is one person I go to a lot,” said
Touliatos. “He is very smart and
well educated in tennis.”
Skolik said they have really be-

gun to understand each other’s
strengths and weaknesses since
the semester started.
“Preston really stepped up during our match against Michigan
State and has maintained a high
level since,” he said. “Not only
are we playing smar t but confident as well, which is helping
us produce some strong doubles
matches.”
Sk o l i k g o t i n v o l v e d i n t e n nis when he was 12-years-old
and winning his first state tennis championship is his favorite
sports memory.
Skolik went 10-5 overall in singles matches as a sophomore last
season while playing mostly at
the No. 4 position in the Panther
lineup. This included a 5-3 OVC
record.
Sk o l i k w e n t 6 - 9 i n d o u b l e s
matches with former teammate
Kevin Bauman, a pair that went
4-5 in Ohio Valley Conference
action.
This season Skolik has a victory in both the No. 1, No. 2 and
No. 3 positions in singles matches, which included his last two
consecutive victories against Toledo and Chicago State.
Coach Eric Stark has been a
fan of Skolik since he was named
Eastern’s coach.
“Rob is one of the hardest
working kids I’ve seen,” Stark
said. “He has come a long way
from his freshman year and is
playing some of his best tennis
right now.”
Skolik will look to get his third
c o n s e c u t i ve v i c t o r y i n s i n g l e s
matches as well as get the Panthers on a good start in doubles
with Touliatos by his side as the
conference season is set to start
Friday,
“I think he will only continue
to get better this year and next,”
Stark said. “He is great at leading
by example. He has really helped
Preston in doubles understand
t h e n u a n c e s a n d s t a y i n g c o mposed.”
Cody Delmendo can be
reached at 581-2812 or
Cddelmendo@eiu.edu.
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Robert Skolik, a junior biology major, is tied with his freshman and doubles partner, Preston Touliatos, for match
wins in both singles this season. He is hoping to get his third consecutive victory in singles matches. Skolik transferred to Charleston, Ill. from Huntington, W. Va.to attend Eastern.

Panthers head to first postseason tournament in 14 years
By Jehad Abbed
Assistant Sports Editor | @Jehada
The Eastern men’s basketball
team will play in the College
Insider Postseason Tournament
starting Tuesday and Wednesday.
The Panthers will not know
who they play until the pairings
are announced on Sunday.
The college basketball world
refers to it as ‘Selection Sunday.’
Eastern is making its third appearance in a national postseason tournament since becoming
a division-1 program.
S e n i o r g u a r d R e g g i e Sm i t h
said he is eager to see the Panthers challenge themselves and
ov e r c o m e t h e r e c e n t s e t b a c k s
of the Ohio Valley Conference
tournament.
He said the team is used to the
season being over after the tournament.
“I’m pretty sure the guys want

to win on this team,” Smith said.
“It’s just human nature to just
shut down once you think you’re
done.”
The Panthers are seeing their
first postseason tournament action since 2001, which is also
the last winning season they had.
Eastern made it to the NCAA
tournament that year as well as
in 1992.
The CIT is a now 32-team
postseason event that started in
2009 with 16 schools.
The tournament follows a format similar to that of the Na tional Invitation Tournament.
There are no set brackets
throughout the tournament.
E a c h r o u n d’s s e e d i n g i s d e termined by the results of the
g a m e s i n p re v i o u s ro u n d . T h e
NCAA tournament follows the
same bracket no matter the outcome of each round.
Smith said he looks forward to

what the Panthers can take away
from the tournament to better
the program.

“There’s more
teams not
playing than
there are playing. I
think we should be
blessed and
honored to be
playing in any
postseason.”
- Reggie Smith,
senior guard

He is thankful just to be playing in the CIT during his senior
season.
“ T h e r e ’s m o r e t e a m s n o t
playing than there are playing,”
Smith said. “I think we should
b e b l e s s e d a n d h o n o re d t o b e
playing in any postseason.”
OVC champions Murray State
Un i ve r s i t y w o n t h e 2 0 1 4 C I T
Championship, but the Panthers
have a chance to face teams they
are not familiar with.
Smith said Eastern might
only have a couple days to see
any game film to scout its opponent.
“That’s the fun part about it,”
he said. “ That‘s when you just
have to go out there and execute
and do what you practice all year
ro u n d t o s e e w h e re t h a t t a k e s
you.”
Eastern won its first conference tournament game 78-66
over Souther Illinois-Edwards-

v i l l e , w h i c h w a s t h e Pa n t h e r s
first OVC tournament win since
2010.
They lost their 2nd round
matchup with the eventual tournament champions, Belmont
University.
Smith said the team was feeling down after the loss.
“ We all expected to do more
in the tournament,” Smith said.
“Now that we are practicing and
back together, we are all getting
excited for whats next for us.”
Play opens up for the 7th annual CIT on Tuesday with the
first round continuing into
Wednesday.
The tournament will go
through March with a championship game on April 2.
Jehad Abbed can be
reached at 581-2812
or Jaabbed@eiu.edu.

@DEN_Sports tweet of the day: @EIU_Baseball loses to St. Louis 13-12 in 10 innings. The Panthers are now 0-10 on the season

S ports

Sports Editor
Bob Reynolds
217 • 581 • 2812
DENSportsdesk@gmail.com
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Panthers comeback falls short against St. Louis
By Bob Reynolds
Sports Editor | @BobReynoldsDEN
St. Louis junior outfielder Jeremy Phillips hit a sacrifice fly to right field scoring
senior first baseman Mike Vigliarolo to give
the Billikens a 13-12 win in 10 innings over
the Eastern baseball team in St. Louis, Mo.
Eastern scored two runs in the top of
the first inning, but the Billikens scored 10
runs over the next three innings.
Vigliarolo hit a sacrifice fly-ball to center
field in the bottom of the second to score
freshman outfielder Parker Sniatynski.
Billiken senior outfielder Colton Frabasilio hit a run-scoring double which scored
junior catcher Jake Henson to cap off a four
run second inning for St. Louis bringing
the lead to 7-2.
Panther senior third baseman Brant Valach doubled down the left field line pushing freshman catcher Joe Duncan into score
to cut the lead by a run.
Red-shirt junior outfielder Demetre Taylor hit a sacrifice fly-ball to cut the Billiken lead to 7-4.
St. Louis junior infielder Josh Bunselmeyer hit a 3-run home run in the bottom
of the third inning to give the Billikens a
10-4 lead.
Valach singled in a run in the bottom of
a fourth to cap of a two-run inning for the
Panthers. He would later hit a solo home
run in the seventh inning to cut the lead
to 11-7.
Billiken outfielder Danny Murphy hit a
sacrifice fly in the bottom of the seventh to
give St. Louis a 12-7 lead.
Panther freshman Cale Hennemann doubled to right center to score junior shortstop Mitch Gasbarro. Hennemann would
then score on a fielder’s choice to cut the
lead to 12-9 heading into the ninth inning.
Hennemann singled to right center in
the bottom of the ninth inning to tie the
game at 12. Gasbarro scored on an error by
the Billken center fielder. Junior outfielder Issac Sampen and sophomore infielder Marshawn Taylor scored on the hit by
Hennemann.
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Red-shirt senior pitcher Christian Slazinik throws out a pitch in a game on March 30, 2014 at Coaches Stadium. The Panthers lost to the
Gamecocks 8-6. Slazinik suffered an injury later in the game which ended his 2013-2014 season.

Eastern coach Jim Schmitz was happy
with the way things went in the game despite the loss.
“I’m proud of how the team came back
from a huge deficit,” he said. “We scored six
runs in the last three innings against their
best bullpen guys. Hopefully this gets us
some confidence going into spring break.”
Valach continued his hot stretch with going 3-for-5 in the game. He had three runs
batted in, a double and hit his third home
run in four games.
Howell finished off the day 2-for-5 with

two RBIs and three runs scored. The Panthers bottom three in the order, which included Gasbarro, Hennermann and Duncan, went 6-of-12 with three RBIs.
Sampen took the loss on the mound for
the Panthers. He went 2-2/3 innings, allowing one run on two hits.
BIllken sophomore pitcher Brett Shimanovsky got the win for St. Louis pitching three innings and allowing two runs on
two hits.
Senior second baseman Dane Sauer said
being able to come back was a huge con-

fidence booster for his team even though
they lost.
“It says a lot,” he said. “That’s what we
had been lacking. We will need that in conference play for sure. Regardless of the result, getting that offense going is great and
something we had been lacking.”
The Panthers fall to 0-10 on the season
and will be back on the field Friday in a
weekend series against Memphis.
Bob Reynolds can be reached at
581-2812 or rjreynolds@eiu.edu.

Markowski continues to improve offensively
By Sean Hastings
Staff reporter | @DEN_Sports
The Eastern softball team’s junior outfielder April Markowski is showing big
improvements at the plate through the
first 16 games of the season.
Markowski is batting .318 on the year,
which is third best on the team. She has
14 hits on the year, five of them being
doubles with a total of two RBI’s.
Markowski is happy with how she is
hitting and with how much she has improved.
“I feel like it is definitely moving upwards,” she said.
Markowski knows there is still room
for improvement and that she can get to a
higher level.
“I feel like it’s clicking better than it
was,” Markowski said. “But there’s definitely more room for improvement, for it
to completely click.”
She said that her strongest point has always been her defense, so her hitting has
been her biggest improvement.
Markowski did not play too much her
freshman year and ended up batting .214
and steadily improved to her sophomore
year batting .277.
She said she feels like this season has
come with a different swing.
Ma rk ow s k i , a s o c i o l o g y m a j o r c a m e
into college wanting to be able to benefit the team.
“Obviously it’s always good to hit in
the .300’s,” She said “but if I could hit
.400’s, I might as well just retire.”
She attributes her success at the plate,
to her coaches.
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Junior outfielder April Markowski has a .318 batting average through 16 games for the Eastern softball team. Markowski has the third highest batting average on the team, with over a
third of her hits being doubles.

He a d c o a c h A n g i e Ni c h o l s o n , a l o n g
with her staff, has helped Markowski with
her batting stance and swing.
“Ap r i l h a s b e e n w o rk i n g re a l l y h a rd
on staying thru the ball and not pulling
off,” Nicholson said. “She has really been
working on keeping her hands inside the
ball and not getting around it.”
Markowksi used to have a wide stance
where she would just sit back and tried to
hit the ball.
Markowski said she has been doing a
lot of tee work.
She said the biggest thing she has

learned is to attack the ball and be aggressive, and to not think in the batter’s box.
“That was a really big problem,” Markowski said. “Now when I’m in the box
I’m just completely calm and all I see is
the pitcher and the ball.”
Markowski said she had a lot of strikeouts last year, and it got to her ahead.
Her favorite game on the year so far
was last weekend in the matchups with
Indiana and Kennesaw State, because the
Panthers were all hitting really well.
Markowski was 3-7 in the two games
with two of the hits going for extra bases.

“I felt like all of us were hitting good,”
she said. “I was able to, with runners on
hit a double and score them.”
She said she is just going to keep working hard for the rest of the season to make
sure that her success at the plate continues.
“Just keep putting the work in in the
cages,” she said. “Stay focused, stay relaxed in the box, and hit the ball.”
Markowski said before games, there are
the serious people who are focused and
you don’t talk to them but she likes to
have fun before a game.
“I just love dancing,” she said. “I have
to dance before a game.”
She said she is serious, but she needs
a loose lackadaisical fun attitude as well.
He r h u m o r c a n h e l p t h e t e a m w h e n
things aren’t going their way.
“I try to lighten the mood when something is going wrong,” Markowski said.
He r p e r s o n a l i t y a l s o m a k e s h e r a p proachable for the younger players on the
team.
She said she can give them advice to
help them through the season.
“It’s usually humorous advice so I feel
like it relaxes them in a way,” She said.
Markowski just wants to keep up the
hitting and keep moving forward through
her remaining time at Eastern.
“I don’t’ want to hit that peak and just
plateau, or fall down the side of a mountain,” she said.
Sean Hastings can be
reached at 581-2812
or smhastings@eiu.edu.

